Staying On Top of Things
The speed limit changing to 70 mph; the
gas prices lowering to 50c a gallon; the
Super Bowl coming to Tampa Bay; and 399
days met. What do all of these items have in
common?
The answer to the question above is quite
obvious to many, while others remain con-
fused. The answer is that all of these events
were major criteria for Dave Werder, the
pole man, to return to society from his ref-
uge on the pole. The man, whose rest upon
his perch began in early November, spent
his days sleeping, entertaining visitors, and
constructing his masterpiece.
The addition of a polesitter to Clear-
water's Jersey Jim Tower's parking lot
proved completely unique to Pinellas coun-
ty history. This uniqueness brought human
interest to Dave, and every day at the base
of the pole, Dave's friends and enemies
alike would park their cars to talk to him.
A good portion of Dave's visitors, many
students at Clearwater, came to keep Dave
company, or even to harass him. They sim-
ply came to hangout. Especially in the be-
ginning, the pole was a great novelty spot to
cruise up to, crank up the radio, sit back,
talk to Dave a little, and possibly meet
some new friends.
Dave always used visitors as an opportu-
nity to state his feelings on everything from
the people talking to him to heavy political
issues. Dave enjoyed explaining the advan-
tages of being on a pole. He often told peo-
ple, "I like being on top of this pole because
when the cars go by I can't see the peoples'
faces but I am at a perfect angle to see the
girls' legs".
So when he will come down, nobody
knows, but as long as he remains he will
draw attention because of the unique qual-
ity of his undertaking.  ?
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Dave continually added decorations to his
home. He even got into the spirit of Christmas
with a cut up donated tree.
Some students would take time out of their
day just to talk to Dave. Arthur Rubin checks
in on him.
As the winter came about, Dave added walls
and heating. These painted walls and his
American flag waving in the wind added that
extra touch of class.
J. Samsel
Pole Man/45